
The Greens believe that Western Australia does not need a gas fracking industry to secure energy for the future.  The 

Greens stand with WA farmers who are particularly worried about the impact of fracking on water and agricultural land.  

Western Australia has the fifth largest reserve of shale gas in the world, concentrated in the Canning Super Basin that 

underlies a large part of the Kimberley.  The North Perth Basin gas field has twice as much gas as all the coal seam gas 

on the east coast combined and is the WA gas field closest to production. 

Before assessments of the environmental and public health impacts have been conducted, and with little consultation, the 

WA government has offered a range of incentives including over $100 million in unconventional gas exploration subsidies 

and a 50 per cent royalty reduction for the industry. These funds would be far better directed to the development of 

sustainable energy options (including base load-capable solar thermal and wave power).  

NO FRACKING WAY

GREENSWA.NET.AU/NO-FRACKING-WAY

STANDING UP  
FOR WHAT  
MATTERS 

                                      “Shale and tight gas fracking creates a serious 
                              risk of contamination of groundwater and causes 
                  massive surface disturbance through the drilling of wells that 
           pass through groundwater aquifers in order to access gas held in  
           shale or tight sandstone.” SENATOR SCOTT LUDLAM 

THE GREENS STAND WITH THE COMMUNITY, OPPOSING 
THE RAPID EXPANSION OF SHALE GAS FRACKING.
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GAS: NOT A CLEAN 
‘TRANSITION FUEL’
Because gas is the lowest emitter 
of all fossil fuels when combusted 
to make electricity, it has been 
misconstrued as a clean fuel. Yet 
gas extraction is a highly energy 
intensive process, as is the 
refrigeration process used to liquify 
natural gas ready for export. 

When the full life cycle is counted, 
gas becomes little better in 
pollution terms than coal. And 
there are strong arguments 
that over the timeframe of 
decades rather than centuries, 
unconventional gas has a greater 
potential climate impact than coal.

Onshore shale and tight gas fields 
resemble something similar to 
aerial bombing ranges, with tens, 
hundreds, sometimes thousands of 
cleared well pads with associated 
truck parking and space for gas 
compressing facilities. Each such 
clearing will be up to several 
hectares in area.  

Other associated infrastructure 
required to develop a gas-field 
including access roads for each 
of these well pads, huge holding 
ponds for contaminated water and 
the pipelines required to transport 
gas either to market domestically, 
or to LNG facilities for export. 
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DONT FRACK UP OUR WATER
Groundwater extraction from some areas of WA already exceeds 

sustainable levels.  Shale and tight gas fracking industrialisation of the 
Western Australian landscape will contaminate groundwater and create surface 

environmental disturbance.

According to the US Environmental Protection Authority, to frack a single well can take as much 
as 19 million litres of fluid. The WA minister for mining estimates that roughly 300 wells are 
needed to drain a small gas field. That is 5.7 gigalitres of water.  

CHEMICALS
Fracking not only uses a lot of water, it also injects poisonous chemicals deep underground putting 
our  groundwater reserves at risk when wells malfunction or corrode. The public are not told which 
chemicals due to commercial-in-confidence considerations.  A 300 well gas field using 5.7 
gigalitres of water would inject 85,000 to 380,000 litres of unknown chemicals per well.

Tens to hundreds of thousands of litres of chemically contaminated water must be stored and then 
disposed of, which poses dangers to surface and ground water.  

METHANE
Apart from contamination through unknown chemical additives, there is also the concern that 
methane might get into our groundwater.  Methane is not considered a contaminant as it is not 
particularly toxic.  It is however, very flammable and a very potent greenhouse gas, twenty-five 
times more destructive than carbon dioxide. 

France, Bulgaria and various townships in the USA have voted to ban fracking.  The State of 
Vermont in the USA signed their fracking ban into law.  These countries and places are seeing that 
the safest way for them to manage the environmental and health issues associated with fracking is 
to ban it.

AGRICULTURAL LAND
Shale gas exploration in WAs northern and southern Perth Basin will impact agricultural land 
because each well pad requires approximately 3 hectares of land – plus the space for roads and 
pipelines. What that has looked like in other jurisdictions is a well every couple of hundred metres 
and a spaghetti of road and pipeline connections holding it all together.

The Auditor General has found that the Department of Mines and Petroleum have been critically 
deficient in their compliance monitoring and enforcement activities for environmental conditions 
across the entire suite of extractive activities they regulate. 

We cannot have confidence that this agency will guarantee protection of the 
environment and agricultural land when it comes to factors such as water 
and air pollution, for which they have no statutory authority or regulatory 
compliance powers.


