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Report to the WA Auditor General 

Blackspots on Perth’s Bike Network: 2012-2015 

Three years on and 444 reports later, are we making any progress? 

 
  

 

An example of one of the ‘blackspots’ reported on the Greens’ Blackspot App, on a 

section of the Perth Bike Network in Claremont Crescent where reports indicate the lights have been out for a year 

 

 

 

 

Report produced by the Office of Senator Scott Ludlam and Hon Lynn MacLaren MLC, March 2015 
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> OVERVIEW  

The Greens launched the Bike Blackspot App and dedicated 
website (www.bikeblackspot.org) in 2012, in response to 
the government’s then draft WA Bicycle Network Plan.  

The smartphone App and website allows WA bicycle users 
to report their concerns with the Perth bicycle network 
directly into a map-based interactive technology. The 
reports are also instantly sent to the state and federal 
Transport Ministers, and state and federal Greens 
transport spokespeople. 

As such it is a live reporting mechanism to the relevant 
authorities, and provides the Ministers with the 
opportunity to gather information in real time and respond 
directly to the problems.  

To date more than 444 reports have been submitted.  

Yet sadly it seems these reports and the significant 
problems on our bike network are falling on deaf ears, 
putting lives and the dignity of our bike riding (and bike-
shy) citizens at risk. 

Both ridership and serious accidents have risen in Perth. 

8 cyclists were killed and 18 were critically injured in 
2014.   

This is a 19% increase on the 5 year average
1
, yet 

investment in bike infrastructure and programs as a 
proportion of the transport budget has decreased.  

Both state and federal governments have failed to make 
the policy or funding investment that would ensure Perth 
became a world class city for cyclists, and serious safety, 
infrastructure, service and facility gaps remain.   

The Greens believe the current investigation by the WA 
Auditor General is both welcome and well overdue. The 
aim of this report is to provide concrete examples of the 
significant (and publicly reported) infrastructure gaps and 
safety concerns with the Perth Bike Network to inform 
your investigation. 

This report will specifically provide: 

 A summary of the 444 reports made to the 
Blackspot App over the last three years, and how 
the WA government has responded  

 A snapshot of the key issues to emerge over the 
last 12 months since Minister Nalder had 
responsibility for Transport  

                                                           
1
 http://www.ors.wa.gov.au/Stats/Annual/annual-prelim-crash-statistics-

2014.aspx 

 The twenty most dangerous blackspot areas reported 
on our bike network 

 The top ten issues reported over 2012-2015  

 Recommendations moving forward 
 
 
 

> BIKE BLACKSPOT REPORTS: 2012-

2015  

Since the launch of the Greens Bike Blackspot Campaign and 
App in March 2012, 444 reports have been made in Western 
Australia.  

The App allows riders to lodge a report with a photo and 
description under a number of pre-categorised headings.  
 
These data are summarised below: 
 
Issue Reported    Number of reports 
Vehicle parked in bike path: 10 
Bike Utopia:    11  
Lack of facilities:    14  
Accident blackspot:   19*    
Obstacle alert:    31  
Path needed here:   37  
Maintenance required:   38  
General fail:    41 
Danger Zone:    55  
Other:     183 
---------------------------------------------- 
Total:     444 
 
*Note: the last 12 months we’ve received 5 serious accident reports. We intend 
to upgrade the App to include a separate accident category given the number of 

people making these significant reports. 
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Figure 1: The Perth metro Bike Blackspot map at March 2015 (the full, live map is at http://scott-ludlam.greensmps.org.au/wabikeblackspot)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://scott-ludlam.greensmps.org.au/wabikeblackspot
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The majority of reports were received in the Perth 
metropolitan area, but some were also reported in the 
south west and mid west of WA.  

 

 
Figure 2: The south west of WA Bike Blackspot map at March 
2015 

 
Figure 3: The Geraldton Bike Blackspot map at March 2015 

 

How has the WA Government responded to 

Blackspot Reports?  

The WA Transport Minister’s response to questions in 
Parliament about how the State Government is responding 
to reports received from the Blackspot App has been 
inadequate, and has provided too little information to give 
confidence in the Government’s management of these 
issues.

2
  

                                                           
2 Question No. 770, asked in the Legislative Council 25/02/2014. 
http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/parliament/pquest.nsf/Parliament/pq
uest.nsf/SrchQON/FEF07A8C4C0DDA1A48257C8A001C732D?opendocum
ent 

When asked for the numbers and locations of blackspots that 
have been fixed the Minister provided general assurances 
rather than specific figures. He also deferred responsibility to 
local government. Although it is true that local government has 
an important role to play in maintaining and improving the state 
of our cycling infrastructure in WA, it is imperative that the 
State Government takes more responsibility for this issue. 

 

> THE PAST 12 MONTHS – A SNAPSHOT   

Since Minister Dean Nalder became responsible for Transport in 
March 2014, 91 blackspot reports have been made in WA. 
That’s almost two serious reports being made each week. These 
are summarised below.  

Blackspot Report Summary: 2014- 2015 

Issue  Number of reports 
Serious accidents:  5 
Vehicle parked in bike path: 0 
Lack of facilities:    5  
Accident blackspot:   7   
Obstacle alert:    4 
Path needed here:   15  
Maintenance required:   12 
General fail:    14 
Danger Zone:    13 
Other:    16  
----------------------------------------------------- 
Total:     91 
 
Of serious concern to us are four new issues to have emerged in 
these reports over the last year. These are: 
 

- The number of serious accidents has risen  
- Clear evidence of extremely unsafe driver behavior and 

unsafe passing distances (providing the case for ‘metre 
matters’ legislation and driver safety campaigns)  

- A number of new infrastructure projects where bicycle 
infrastructure is not complying with Australian 
standards or where bike infrastructure has not been 
considered adequately, and  

- A number of indefensible danger zones where the cycle 
path suddenly ends or is in urgent need of repair   

 
These four issues are described in more detail below.  
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Serious Accidents have risen 
In the past 12 months both ridership and serious accidents 
have continued to rise in Perth.  
 
According to the Bicycle Transport Alliance there has been 
16 serious bike accidents on WA roads, including 10 
fatalities since February 2014.   
 
The locations of these severe incidents spread throughout 
inner and far outer-metro suburbs, including Mt Lawley, 
Gidgegannup, Currambine and Welshpool, indicating 
pervasive shortfalls no matter where our cycling 
infrastructure is located. 
 
Since March 2014 five WA cyclists used the Blackspot App 
to report dangerous accidents they were personally 
involved in. These included:  

In April 2014,  one rider suffered fractured bones and 
$2,000 damage to their bike during a collision with a 4 
wheel drive on the Perth Esplanade, South Perth. They 
wrote: 

“I ride on the Shared Paths and roadway 6 days a week 
and consider the area around Mend Street and the 
South Perth Esplanade a Black Spot…. the path is woeful, 
so most cyclist ride on the road.  Some time ago, South 
Perth City Council decided to put in Traffic Calmers each 
side of Mend Street…. it has created a really bad hazard 
for cyclists…This issue was a main contribution to my 
crash.” 

In June 2014 another rider reported they were recovering 
from a bike crash on the Mitchell Freeway due to a 
sequence of dangerous, almost invisible obstructing bumps 
on the cycle path. They wrote: 

“This morning I hit it in the dawn light (with an 
1800 lumen headlight mind you), and it threw me 
off my bike at 35+ kmh, I slid for a good 10+ 
metres.. Fortunately no broken bones. Heap of 
damage to my bike….The condition of the cycle 
path is completely unacceptable for what is one of 
the most commuted paths in Perth.” 

In March 2015 a rider reported she was on the coastal bike 
track from Fremantle to Coogee Marina when she clipped 
a bollard in the middle of the track (pictured below) and 
fell, resulting in multiple fractured fingers, a cracked rib, an 
ambulance ride to Fiona Stanley Hospital followed by 3 
hospital visits and was out of action for at least 8 weeks. 

 
Image 1: A bollard on the Fremantle to Coogee coastal bike track which 
caused a major injury to a cyclist, reported in March 2015 

The case for safe passing distances legislation  

The Greens strongly support the construction of more and 
improved cycling infrastructure including shared paths and 
dedicated cycle lanes.  However, most cyclists today are still 
obliged to ride on roads at some point on any journey by bike 
and this situation is unlikely to change radically in the 
immediate term. Meanwhile, the increasing rate of cyclist 
deaths and serious injury in WA, resulting from collisions with 
traffic, calls for immediate solutions

3
. 

The images on the following page submitted to our Bike 
Blackspot App from just one bicyclist alone provide a 
compelling case for safe passing distances legislation and 
programs. 

The Greens’ Road Traffic Amendment (Keeping Safe Distances 
from Bicycles) Bill, introduced in the WA Upper House in 2014, 
would require drivers of motor vehicles to keep a distance from 
bicycle riders of one metre on roads up to 60 kilometres, and 
1.5 metres on faster roads.  The legislation has been 
championed around Australia by the Amy Gillett Foundation 
which was established with the sole purpose of reducing the 
incidence of death and serious injury of bicycle riders.  

The genesis of the Foundation’s  ’A Metre Matters’ campaign 
was safety research including data from the Australian 
Transport Safety Bureau which found that being hit from behind 
was the crash type that resulted in the highest number of 
bicycle rider fatalities. In WA, the State’s Major Trauma Unit has 
identified that one of the most common serious injury scenarios 
for cyclists is being hit from behind by a car.

4
  

                                                           
3‘Cyclists' injuries getting worse’, Kent Acott, The West Australian, 10/01/2015. 
https://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/25951003/cyclists-injuries-getting-
worse/ 
4 Ibid 

https://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/25951003/cyclists-injuries-getting-worse/
https://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/25951003/cyclists-injuries-getting-worse/
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The effect of the Bill is that it gives drivers clear direction 
about safe passing distances. Current WA road rules 
require drivers of motor vehicles to allow sufficient 
overtaking distance when passing a bicycle rider; 
“sufficient” is an inadequate and unclear description that 
has repeatedly failed to protect bicycle riders.  

Serious accident and serious conflicts between cyclists and 
drivers continue to occur in WA, despite the WA Office of 
Road Safety and Department of Transport’s 2014 ‘Share 
the Road’ educational campaign. New South Wales has 
also run a good educational program about road-sharing, 
‘It’s a Two-Way Street’ but there are concerns that 
education and awareness-raising about safe passing 
distances is not effective by itself; behaviour change occurs 
when the educational message is paired with, and backed 
by legislation.

5
  

 
Safe passing distances laws exist in more than 20 American 
states and several European countries and trials are 
underway in Queensland, ACT and South Australia.  The 
two-year Queensland trial started in April 2014. According 
to independent market research commissioned by the 
Amy Gillett Foundation, six months into Queensland’s trial, 
75 per cent of all road users were aware of the new rule 
and 67 per cent supported it. Amongst Brisbane bike-
riders, 61 per cent felt that overtaking motorists were 
giving them more room as a result.

6
 

 
The Greens urge the Auditor-General to consider safe 
passing distance legislation as part of a suite of actions that 
could be undertaken immediately to save lives on WA 
roads. 
 
The following images were captured on a bicyclist’s helmet 
camera and in March 2015 and provide real life examples 
of  extremely unsafe passing distances by a range of motor 
vehicles, across the metropolitan area.  

 
Image 2: Unsafe truck passing cyclist, West Coast Highway 

                                                           
5 http://www.amygillett.org.au/assets/PDFFileStore/AGF-Briefing-Paper-
Minimum-Overtaking-Distance-Release-3-June-2013.pdf 
6
 http://www.amygillett.org.au/qld-overtaking-distance-market-

research/ 

 
Image 3: Unsafe bus passing bicyclist, Beaufort Street 

 
Image 4: Unsafe van passing bicyclist, Horseshoe Bridge, Perth City  

 
Image 5: Unsafe bus passing cyclist, Mounts Bay Road  

New infrastructure projects not complying with 

Australian bicycle standards or basic cycle safety  
It is concerning that a number of reports in the past year have 
come from new major projects in Perth where bicycle 
infrastructure has not been appropriately considered or does 
not conform to recognised standards.  
 
The Fiona Stanley Hospital and the reinstated Principle Shared 
Path (PSP) alongside the Perth Arena are two examples that 
were reported during Bike Week in 2015. 
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> Fiona Stanley Hospital   
A number of reports have been received marking the Fiona 
Stanley Hospital as a ‘general fail’ for cyclists. 
 
Riders revealed serious deficiencies in cycling 
infrastructure and non-conformance to accepted 
standards and guidelines at the newly built Fiona Stanley 
Hospital, summarised in the table below. 
 

Bike Blackspots at the Fiona Stanley Hospital 

 

Various dangerous and 
sub-standard designs of 
kerb ramps on paths 
between Murdoch Train 
Station and the hospital. 
The image shows kerb 
ramps are only half the 
bike path / street crossing 
width. 
 

 

Dangerous parallel bar 
drainage grates in a car 
park (Staff car park 6) 
immediately adjacent to a 
main cycling access route 
just south of the hospital.   
 

 

Lack of bicycle logos or 
shared bath signs to 
indicate bike lane status of 
some paths, or where 
logos exist they are 
“microscopic”. 
 

 

Bicycle parking rails (of 
which there are only 12) 
installed near the hospital 
main entrance do not 
comply with Australian 
standards and guidelines.  
The flat stainless steel bar 
design makes it difficult or 
impossible to use high-
security U-locks to lock 
bike frame and front 
wheel, depending on the 
style of bike and size of U-
lock (pictured). 

 
Other issues reported at the Hospital included a lack of 
directional signs indicating intended/preferred bicycle 
routes, for example, to and from the nearby Principal 
Shared Path along the Kwinana Freeway.  

Several other reports were concerned about the lack of road 
safety improvements for bike riders on major roads to and from 
the new hospital, citing this as a significant oversight in the 
planning and creation of the new hospital. One rider said for 
example: 

“I feel unsafe riding on main roads which have no 
designated ‘bike lane’/shoulder – such as along North 
Lake Road, Stock Road or South Street, and so have to 
ride along the footpaths. These footpaths are not 
designed for bike riders-they are winding, very narrow, 
are uneven and most littered with tree debris, including 
leaves and branches”. (Reported on 20 March 2015). 

 

> Reinstated PSP along Perth Arena  

 
After long-term disruptions for cyclists during the construction 
of the Perth Arena, this inner city PSP has finally been 
“reinstated”. However, rider safety continues to be at risk with 
issues of non-conformance being reported for this new 
infrastructure. 
 
A Perth rider reports:  

“It is great to see the PSP has been reinstated along the 
north side of Perth Arena. However the bollards which 
have been installed in the path are a serious hazard to 
cyclists. They do not conform to any recognised 
standards with respect to placement (2 offset bollards 
vs 1 central), reflective treatment or warning pavement 
markings.”  

 
Image 6: Bollards are a hazard to cyclists. Inexplicable bollards on the 
high speed PSP next to the Perth Arena, 600 Wellington St, Perth  
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Danger zones, inexplicable fails, and 

repair hotspots  

Many of the reports in the past 12 have highlighted the 
need for significant maintenance and upgrades to bike 
paths throughout the state, and serious gaps in 
connectivity, where literally the bike path will stop 
suddenly.  
 

Examples of inexplicable danger zones where the network ends 
suddenly, and maintenance  hotspots on the Perth Bike Network 

 

  
“Cycle path leads 
directly to a kerbside 
with steep drop. No 
cycle path continuation 
following end of path.”  
 
Location: Swanbourne 
train station. 
 

 

  
“Bike lane ends 
suddenly. FAIL!” 
 
Location: Mounts Bay 
Road, Perth 

 

 “Real problem -  path 
ends with no rationale; 
forces cyclists onto 
road with no other 
space for bicycles” 
 
Location: 
West Swan Road 
Caversham  

 

 

  
“Someone will hurt 
themselves because of 
this. It's in the middle 
of the bike lane.”  
 
Location: Opposite 9 
beach, Fremantle  

 

 “Two 500mm 
dangerous square 
depressions on the 
western side of the 
Brockway Rd bike path 
between Alfred Rd and 
Moore Dr. Photo clear 
in showing lane 
maintenance needed; 
dangerous for cyclists.” 

Location: Brockway 
Road Mt Claremont  

 

  
“Sand and construction 
sites interrupt cycle 
paths”. 
 
Location: Roe St, 
Northbridge 

 

  
 
“Cement poured on 
bike path” 
 
Location: East parade 
overpass over Graham 
Farmer Freeway 

 

 

 “Excellent photo 
showing path just ends 
– ridiculous”  
 
Location: Near 
Beckenham train 
station, East 
Cannington  
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> PERTH’S TOP 15 BLACKSPOTS    

In our 2014 Bike Blackspot Report (available at 
http://scott-ludlam.greensmps.org.au/content/media-
releases/blackspots-app-shows-cyclists-horror  we 
reported the top ten blackspot areas in Perth.  

We have expanded this to the top 15 based on new 
evidence and also looking back over the last 3 years at the 
worrying trends to emerge. 

Perth’s Top 15 blackspots are: 
1. The Causeway 
2. Roe St bikeway upgrade, Northbridge 
3. Fiona Stanley Hospital  
4. South Terrace, Fremantle  
5. Perth City in its entirety  
6. The PSPs leading into the city  
7. Hutton St Bridge, Mitchell Freeway 
8. Perth Esplanade, South Perth  
9. Mitchell Freeway, near Powis Street   
10. Gugeri St, Claremont  
11. Claremont Crescent 
12. Robb Rd, North Coogee  
13. Beach Street, Fremantle 
14. Kwinana Freeway, South Perth 
15. Cottesloe to North Fremantle  

Reports follow in detail. 

1. THE CAUSEWAY  

The bike path across the causeway is not only too narrow, 
causing congestion with shared traffic but is also in need of 
repair. 

  
Image 7: Blackspot reports from the Causeway  

One rider writes:  

"This bike path was horrendous this morning.... 
lots of bikes walkers dogs prams joggers - it really 
is incapable of handling this traffic safely” 

 

Another rider comments:  

“Apart from being too narrow the path across the 
causeway is in need of repair... very unsafe for bikes 
trying to dodge dogs kids and tourists!” 

 

2. ROE ST BIKEWAY UPGRADE, NORTHBRIDGE  

The ‘Shared Path Enhancement’ project on Roe St has been 
under construction for well over a year. Cyclists are well 
provided for with the shared path up to the Perth Train Station 
where the path suddenly ends, forcing cyclists onto an 
extremely busy road.    

 

Image 8 and 9: Shared path ends suddenly, forcing riders onto busy 
traffic on Roe Street 

 
Image 10 and 11: These signs have been up for well over a year with no 
sign of improvements underway 

3. FIONA STANLEY HOSPITAL 

Riders reported serious deficiencies in cycling infrastructure and 
non-conformance to accepted standards and guidelines at the 
newly built Fiona Stanley Hospital. These deficiencies include 
lack of improvement to cycle paths on main roads to and from 
hospital, dangerous parallel bar drainage grates in a car park, 
lack of bicycle logos or shared bath signs to indicate bike lane 
status on some paths, sub-standard designs of some kerb 
ramps, lack of directional signs indicating intended/preferred 
bicycle routes and the installation of non-compliant bicycle 
parking rails.  
 

http://scott-ludlam.greensmps.org.au/content/media-releases/blackspots-app-shows-cyclists-horror
http://scott-ludlam.greensmps.org.au/content/media-releases/blackspots-app-shows-cyclists-horror
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Image 12: sub-standard kerb design near Fiona Stanley Hospital  
 

4. SOUTH TERRACE, FREMANTLE  

Numerous reports indicate WA cyclist feeling unsafe riding 
along South Terrace in Fremantle. 

One rider reports that “this spot is a death trap for cyclists. 
I have nearly been hit by buses a number of times and 
know two people who have been hit.” Another 
commented, “Bus ran me off road near Fremantle hospital 
6 months ago.” 

 “This is a five way intersection at a roundabout where the 
bike lane just ends. Then you go to a narrow road where 
buses and cars overtake cyclists. SO dangerous” Report 
made at 158 South Terrace, Fremantle 

5. PERTH CITY IN ITS ENTIRETY  

There is an almost complete lack of bike paths in central 
Perth. Principle Shared Paths (PSP) only deliver riders to 
the periphery of the city and reaching destinations within 
the CBD remains difficult and dangerous, with few roads 
catering for cyclists.  Perth’s central area needs better 
cycling facilities including safe on-road lanes and separated 
off-road paths. 
 
One cyclist asks: 

“Where are the cycle lanes? Barrack St has 
reopened to two-way traffic flow, minus the 
proposed cycle lanes.” 

 
Another rider comments: 

“Work continues on the Horseshoe Bridge - end 
result does not include cycle lanes.  Why?” 

 

6. THE PSPs LEADING INTO THE CITY 

There is currently a significant lack of PSPs leading into the 
city. Major thoroughfares along Beaufort Street, Fitzgerald 
Street and Canning Highway (connecting riders from 
Fremantle to Perth) all lack connected, safe PSPs.  
 
What’s worse is major beautifications and upgrades along 
these main streets without including bike paths. Street 
trees and kerbs in the middle of the road are only locking 

in worst practice and will make future retrofitting even more 
expensive and impossible.  
 
One rider makes the following comment about their commute 
along Fitzgerald Street, North Perth: 
 

“Bus lane needs to accommodate cyclists. Stationary 
cyclist struck by bus TP 1093 at 4:30pm with RED light. 
Bus driver name tagged 'Dan' failed to provide 
adequate room and clipped cyclist right shoulder. Later 
repeated 500metres near ECU with dangerous 
overtake. Buses kill cyclists as per May 16 tragedy on 
Beaufort St.” 

 

7. HUTTON ST BRIDGE, MITCHELL FREEWAY  

“When riding on the shared bike path along the Mitchell 
Freeway at the Hutton St bridge, cyclists are forced to cross 6 
roads (9 lanes of traffic in total) to get to the diagonally 
opposite side of the bridge and continue along the path. There 
are no pedestrian crossing signals or shared paths cyclists can 
use to avoid this dangerous intersection. Crossing this 
intersection is fraught with danger for the hundreds of cyclists 
who use this route every morning and afternoon.”   

This high traffic intersection lacks the necessary infrastructure 
to ensure cyclist safety. 

8. PERTH ESPLANADE, SOUTHPERTH  

The poor condition of a key section of the cycle path around 
Mend Street, forcing cyclists onto the road, along with 
inappropriately designed traffic calmers is putting riders at risk 
in this area. One rider suffered fractured bones and $2,000 
damage to their bike during a collision with a four wheel drive at 
this blackspot last year. 
 

9. MITCHELL FREEWAY, NEAR POWIS ST  

A sequence of obstructing bumps on this highly commuted cycle 
path has caused a number of cyclists to fall. One cyclist reported 
they were recovering from a big bike crash at this location in 
June 2014.  

“This morning I hit it in the dawn light (with an 1800 
lumen headlight mind you), and it threw me off my bike 
at 35+ kmh, I slid for a good 10+ metres….” 

This is a simple maintenance issue requiring immediate 
remediation in the interest of mitigating further risk of injury to 
other cyclists. 
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10. GUGERI ST, CLAREMONT  

One rider reported that there is a 

“Blind corner - Needs major infrastructure changes; 

otherwise hard to see alternative”. 

 
Image 13: Blind corner on shared path in Claremont 

11. CLAREMONT CRESCENT  

 
Image 14: Multiple blackspot reports indicate that these lights on 

Claremont Crescent have been out for more than a year!  

The latest report was made in March 2015. 

 
12. ROBB RD, NORTH COOGEE  

 
Image 15: “Photo shows deep sand over path; definitely needs 

clearing, with thick sand wash over.” Robb Rd, North Coogee 

 

13. BEACH STREET, FREMANTLE 

  
Image 16: Beach Street, Fremantle 

Bike path ends suddenly, leaving riders vulnerable when they need it 

most. One reporter writes: 

“This is pure stupidity. I am not sure what I am 

expected to do here!” 

14. KWINANA FREEWAY, SOUTH PERTH  

At Mill Point Rd cyclist states:  

“the path is too narrow given increased cycling 
commuters daily and increasing coupled walkers and 
runners. Saturday mornings are by far the worst”. 

Another writes:  

“Overall visibility is poor. Surface of path sandy and 
path is in poor condition. Is worse when bad weather 
causes waves to wash over barriers” 

Continuing south down this highly commuted path there is little 
to no protection to cyclists from drivers coming off the freeway 
at high speeds. There have been several incidents of vehicles 
going through the barriers and onto the path. Recently, a truck 
went through a barrier heading north of Canning Bridge and did 
considerable damage. These incidents show that cyclists lives 
are at risk at this blackspot.  

15. COTTESLOE TO NORTH FREMANTLE 

The cycling infrastructure from Cottesloe to North Fremantle is 
drastically inadequate and is an area where many serious and 
critical accidents have occurred. 
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Image 18: Cottesloe to North Fremantle blackspot reports.  

 

Many riders reported concerns and frustrations with the 
lack of a PSP along Canning Highway, providing a vital 
connection for riders between Fremantle and Perth.   
 

  
Image 17: Bike path suddenly ends, Cottesloe.  The path runs into 

fence at Brixton Street, outside Cottesloe Railway Station. This 

blackspot was reported with the understatement "Some work 

needed here!" 

 

 

 

 

> MOST COMMON COMPLAINTS ON 

THE PERTH BIKE NETWORK : 2012-

2015 

The Blackspot App allows people to report problems using nine 
pre-selected categories, or the tenth which is ‘other’.  

The most commonly reported problems, in order of frequency 
are: 

 
F igure 4: Blackspot Report Summary-Top 10 Issues 

Each are reported in detail below. 

1. DANGER ZONES (51 reports)  

Reports of dangerous places on the bike network in WA 
highlighted the following issues: 

 Bike paths that are not interconnecting and, in the 
most dangerous situations, stop abruptly and force 
cyclists to merge with traffic. These include in Guildford 
(pictured) Cannington, Armadale, and South Terrace, 
Fremantle  

 Poorly designed sections of bike paths with poor 
visibility, blind corners or sharp turns including along 
the Mitchell Freeway, Berrigan Drive in South Lake, 
Thomas Street in West Perth and Gugeri St in 
Claremont (pictured) 

 Intersections and roundabouts that do not support safe 
crossing of cyclists, including in Kensington, East 
Victoria Park, Mt Lawley and Kwinana   

 Shared paths with poor sightlines that put pedestrians 
and cyclists at risk of collision 

Riders that have made reports have stated specifically the 
following about danger zones: 
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Examples of ‘Danger Zones’ reported on the Perth Bike 
Network 

 

  
 
“Getting across this intersection is 
dangerous due to non 
interconnecting bike paths” 
 
Location: Guildford 
 

 

 
 
“The new and proposed traffic 
calming islands are going to be 
dangerous for cyclists as there is 
not enough space on the left to let 
cyclists through and forces cyclists 
into traffic on the right.”  
 
Location: Winterfold Rd 

 

 

 
 
The cycle path that passes under 
eastern side of Canning Bridge is 
extremely hazardous due to the 
sharp (blind) bends at either end. 

 

“Poor drainage very dangerous or 
cause cyclists off path”. 

Location: Powis Street 
Glendalough.  

 

“No safe place to cross road with 
bike. Have to get to path across 
two lanes of traffic.”  
 
Location: Patterson Rd, Kwinana 
Beach 
 

 

“When coming out of Cliff Way near PLC 
debris (sand, glass, tree Debris) litter 
path and road. The narrow entrance 
onto the shared path is too small and 
vision poor. Potential incident for 
skidding off path directly into on coming 
traffic on Stirling Highway. Path is used 
by school children and cycle commuters 
heavily. This is an accident waiting to 
happen. Council slow to action requests 
to clean path despite numerous hazard 
alerts.”  

Location: Cliff Way-Stirling Hwy, Ardross 

 

“This is a five way intersection at a 
roundabout where the bike lane 
just ends. Then you go to a narrow 
road where buses and cars 
overtake cyclists. So dangerous.”  
 
Location: 158 South Terrace, 
Fremantle 

 

2. GENERAL FAIL (39 reports) 

This category could also be included as a Danger Zone 
report and shared many similar issues, but we were keen to 
capture the number of illogical, bizarre, or bad designs or 
decisions made for sections of path in the network. These 
included: 

 Paths that suddenly end, and in some cases ending but 
encouraging cyclists to continue into conflicting or 
dangerous zones (pictured) 

 Incorrect signage-lots of it! (pictured) 

Illogical placement of bike paths or traffic infrastructure 

Examples of ‘General Fails’ reported on the Perth Bike Network 

 

 
 
Incorrect “End” Sign – Port Beach 
Rd, North Fremantle. 

 

 
 
Gate closed Lakeside Drive, 
Joondalup 
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Signage in wrong place now path 
link up location has moved. The 
Boulevard, Bold Park 
 

 

 
 
‘Is this the shortest bike path in 
Perth..?” Curtin Ave, 

 

“The disappearing shoulder in the 
road, which occurs consistently 
along Curtin Avenue/West Coast 
Highway, causes cyclists to be cut 
off by turning traffic or by traffic 
waiting at the lights.” 247 Curtin 
Ave, Cottesloe 

 

“Town of Cambridge constructing 
a narrow road with centre 
islands. No room for motor 
vehicles to overtake. No 
allowance for bicycles” 123 
Cambridge St 

 

“New kerb ramps being built are way 
too narrow where Principal Shared 
Path along Roe St crosses Barrack St. 
Kerb ramps should be same width, at 
least, as the path which is 3 m in this 
area. Narrow kerb ramps will not 
allow simultaneous 2-way flow of 
pedestrians and cyclists and will 
simply lead to increased conflict 
between path users at this busy 
intersection. Please use some 
common sense guys and girls! If you 
are spending public money you 
should be making things better not 
worse.”  
30 Beaufort St, Northbridge 

3. MAINTENANCE REQUIRED (36 reports)  

There were a series of maintenance issues reported over 
the past 3 years, indicative of a history of underfunding and 
neglect. Most common reports included: 

 potholes, cracks, depressions, permanent bumps 
(including from dried cement) and rough surfaces in 
the PSPs (pictured) 

 debris and litter on bike paths including sand, stones, 
broken glass, and tree litter (leaves, Moreton Bay figs) 

 pools of water collecting each time it rains    

 missing or outdated signage and lights not working 
(pictured) 

 vegetation and shrubbery needing trimming (pictured) 

 

Examples of ‘Maintenace Required’ reported on the Perth Bike 
Network  

 

 
Rough Surface – Riverside Drive, 
major entry/exit point to Perth City 
for cyclists 
 

 

 
Sand covering cycleway. 
 
 The Promenade, Ellenbrook 

 

 

 
 
This report show maintenance is 
urgently required on this paths 
 

 

 
 
Trees obscuring path near bend.  
 
Jewell Lane, East Perth 
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“Missing stop line on shared path 
southbound at entrance to 
Fremantle Sailing Club. Cyclists 
unfamiliar with the area have been 
seen to speed through the 
intersection causing near misses 
with traffic” 
 
FSC Entrance, Fremantle 
 

 

4. GAPS IN INFRASTRUCTURE – ‘PATH NEEDED 

HERE’(35 reports)  

Reports demonstrate the need for many more bike paths 
across our WA bike network. The reports indicate places 
where bike riders would like to cycle but where there are 
currently no paths and/or they feel unsafe to do so.  

Some of the places identified where people would 
most like to see paths built were:   

 Beaufort St, Mount Lawley (where rider killed 
by accident with bus in 2014) 

 Ocean reef and City beach 

 Woodvale 

 North Fremantle – between Curtin Ave to 
Tydeman Rd & the Fremantle Traffic Bridge  

 Canning Highway – between Fremantle to 
Perth  

 St Georges Terrace, City 

 Thomas Street 

 Scarborough Beach Rd Mt Hawthorn 
(pictured) 

 Armadale Rd to freeway, and ultimately city 

 South Terrace, Fremantle 

 Stirling crescent is the main connection from 
High Wycombe / Maida Vale to Midland 

 Fitzgerald St, North Perth, 

 West Swan Road  

 William Street, City to Northbridge  

 Walter Road Dianella – from Grand 
Promenade to Central Ave 

 The Hills – Mundaring, Lesmurdie, 
Gooseberry Hill and Kalamunda (pictured) 

 And regionally, the North West Highway 
Geraldton was reported as unsafe with no 
provisions for bike riders, alongside a busy 
road frequented by trucks. 

 

 

Examples of Gaps in Infrastructure – ‘Path needed here’ reported on 
the Perth Bike Network  

 

 
Scarborough Beach Rd, Mt 
Hawthorn            

 

 
Kalamunda Rd 

 

 
Image taken from rider’s bike-
cam on West Coast Highway 
 

 

 
Stirling Crescent, High 
Wycombe to Maida Vale 
 

 

 
Amherst St, Fremantle 

 

“Canning highway lacks bike 
lanes all the way from 
Fremantle to Perth city.” 
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“The whole of Lesmurdie, 
Kalamunda and Gooseberry Hill 
have no bike paths.” 
  

5. OBSTACLE ALERT (30 reports)  

There were a significant number of bike riders submitting 
reports of permanent and/or temporary obstacles on bike 
paths.  The most common reports were: 

 poorly placed infrastructure such as signs 
(pictured), sign posts, trees, fire hydrants, and 
power poles 

 poorly designed speed humps and traffic islands 
(pictured) 

 excessive use of U-bars 

 roadworks providing temporary obstacles such as 
signs (pictured) and 

 temporary obstacles such as fallen trees and build 
up of water puddles (pictured) 

Obstacles reported on the Perth Bike Network  
 

 

 
Poorly designed speed bump, 
Ocean Drive 
 

 

 
Traffic island built in bike lane; 
forces cyclists closer to traffic. 
Why not increase space between 
kerb and island?  Winterfold Rd 
Hamilton 

 

 
Brand new Main Roads direction 
sign located in the middle of the 
shared path 

 

Bollards not complying with 
recognised standards with respect 
to colour and extent of reflective 
tape (needed to ensure visibility of 
the bollards at night). There seems 
to be little follow-up to ensure 
that State Govt funded projects 
are build to the correct standards, 
South Perth/VicPark 

 

 

Water build up –been there for a 
long time., Luderman Rd, Reid 
Hwy. 

 

 

 
“Shared path completely blocked 
by major excavation and pile of 
sand. No alternative route 
provided. Judging by grass 
growing under fence, it has been 
blocked for some time.” Lot 203 
Victoria Park Drive 

 

 
Roadwork signs obstructing 
entire lane of PSP, Roe St, 
Northbridge 
 

 

“Someone has had a bright idea to 
slow cycles on path on southern 
side of railway line by City West 
station. Idea good. 
Implementation awful. 30-40% of 
cycles heading west go the wrong 
way around the island. This avoids 
a dangerous overly sharp reverse 
banked corner but is clearly not 
what is intended. Nearly 50% of 
cycles heading east can negotiate 
the obstacle without slowing - but 
in doing so will need to 
concentrate on the obstacle which 
defeats the whole purpose of 
trying to slow them down to look 
for pedestrians.” 4 Dehli St, West 
Perth 
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6. ACCIDENT BLACKSPOT (17 reports)  

Reports involved conflicts with buses, problems with 
roundabouts, blind corners on shared paths and 
obstructions. 

Accident Blackspots reported on the Perth Bike Network  

 

“Cycling to school with my 9 
year old boy is very dangerous 
here as we have to guess when 
to cross. There is a panic when 
crossing. No other lights to 
cross at nearby. Needs a 
pedestrian walk light 
installed.” Report made by 
rider in Kensington 

 

“The cross walk sign cannot 
clearly be seen. The crossing 
sound is barely audible. Cars 
turn left through a red arrow 
because the arrow is not clear 
enough to then. I would 
estimate 1 out of 10 vehicles 
turning through a red arrow is 
conservative.” 132 Hillview 
Terrace, East Vic Park 

 

“Where bike lane ends merging 
into traffic towards traffic lights 
heading north it is extremely 
dangerous. An 80m path on the 
verge ( plenty of room) from bike 
lane to bike lane would resolve 
to issue. This road is frequented 
by a high volume of trucks and 
bikes that work in the Kwinana 
strip.” Rockingham Rd and 
Thomas Rd intersection, 
Kwinana Beach 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Talbot Road 
“1) Numerous nails sticking out 
of wooden bridge, imminent 
danger to cyclists. 
2) This intersection joining 
bikepaths (NW9) at 90 degrees 
requires a mirror, due to 
obstructed view (bushes), to 
avoid collision. There have been 
a few near misses.  
3) The bikepath also requires 
lighting. Very dark, unsafe, when 
commuting home after work – 
especially in winter. Concern for 
safety.” 

 

 

7. LACK OF FACILITIES (12 reports)  

Reports highlighted problems with lighting along existing 
bike paths, a lack of infrastructure at major train stations 
(pictured), problems with crossing signals at traffic lights, 
and poor signage (pictured).  

Lack of Facilities reported on the Perth Bike Network 
 

 

“At the Perth train station this poor 
girl had to carry her bike up the 
stairs. we need rails that you can 
push your bike up - in Europe thy 
have thin rails built on to the stairs 
just the width of a tyre that you 
can pop your bike into and push it 
up, you still need to push it 
manually but at least you don’t 
have to carry it. hardly takes any 
extra room and very small cost.” 
 
Photo shows woman carrying bike 
upstairs at the Perth train station. 

 

 
Only 3 U-Rails outside the Perth 
Train Station (north side, next to 
Roe St), and are all facing the 
wrong way. 
 

 

 
There is no signage at the 
intersection of these paths. Where 
do they lead? 
 
North Fremantle 
 

 

“This is an excellent path, but 
there is no light, so it is dangerous 
and sometimes scary...” 53 Stubbs 
Tce 
 

 

 
 
“Need way to cross thru 
continuous traffic please” 202 
Orrong Rd 
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 “Bike path with no lighting at all. 
Danger zone. Please, can we have 
lights for safety allround, especially 
in winter when it gets dark early.” 
Stephenson Ave Osbourne Park 
. 

 

“Bike path disappears completely, 
forcing all cyclists to merge with 
traffic heading north at 80km/hr.” 
The intersection of Thomas Road 
and Patterson Road T-section in 
Kwinana. 
 

 

8. VEHICLE PARKED IN BIKE PATH (10 reports)  

Reports demonstrated poor motorists’ attitudes or 
even awareness of bike paths. Private vehicles 
(pictured) and even police cars (pictured) routinely 
park on bike paths.  In Karrakatta one report included 
9 cars parked on the cycle reserve. 

Vehicles parked in the bike path reported on the Perth Bike Network 

 

 
Vehicle parked in bike path, totally 
obstructing bike lane on very busy 
stretch full of heavy goods vehicles. 
Curtin Ave, Cottesloe 
 
 

 

 
 
Police vehicle parked across PSP, 
obstructing both lanes, on Roe St 
outside Perth Train Station 

 

 
 
Car blocking both bike and foot paths, 
Forrest Rd, Rockingham 
 

 

 
 
Multiple cars blocking entire stretch of 
bike path 

 

 
 
185 Labouchere Rd 

 

 
 
182 Labouchere Rd 

9. SERIOUS ACCIDENTS (many of those reported under 

different categories including Accident Blackspot and 

Danger Zone) 

There have been 6 concerning accidents reported by riders 
using the Blackspot App over the past 3 years. Considering there 
is currently no category dedicated solely to accidents, this is 
most likely a massive undercount and given the seriousness and 
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frequency of these accidents we intend to add a new 
‘Accident’ reporting category to the App in the future.  
 
 These reported accidents were caused by bike lanes 
suddenly ending, forcing riders to merge with traffic at 
busy intersections, poor quality bike paths forcing riders 
onto the road and hazards on bike paths. In addition to the 
accidents outlined earlier in the report (in the snapshot of 
the past 12 months) the following reports were also made: 
 

“Bike lane stops after a downhill run just in time 
for a cross intersection at traffic lights. Result? 
Knocked off my bike by turning vehicle not giving 
way.”  
Hampton Road, March 2014  

 
“Cyclists seriously injured – lot of work needed to 
correct area including shrub trimming, painting 
signs and light fixing. However, main fault of area 
is the curve of the path, this needs to be 
straightened to give line of sight.”  
Haydn Bunton Drive underpass, Subiaco. 

 
 

> BIKE UTOPIA – THE GOOD NEWS 

The good news is that there were a few ‘Bike Utopia’ 
reports, instances that showcase the best examples of bike 
paths in WA. Unfortunately only 11 reports were made 
over the 3 years. This category mentioned: 

 Kings Park Road 

 PSP from East Perth to Bassendean 

 Dunkley Avenue Applecross, with dedicated cycle 
path and separation from pedestrians 

 Poinciana Place, Wanneroo, where a path was 
fixed 

 Gribble Rd Bypass, Gwelup 

 Tresise St, Carine – a re-routed bike path to 
eliminate a dangerous merge point. 

 Fremantle – had the largest number of Bike 
Utopia reports indicating that the City of 
Fremantle is certainly leading the way in bike 
infrastructure in WA, even replacing on road car 
bays for bikes (pictured on right) 

 

 
Image x: Bike parking replacing on road car parking in Fremantle 
 
 

> RECOMMENDATIONS 
The data collated in this Report by the Greens from the 
Blackspot App clearly highlights the deficiencies and dangers of 
our cycling infrastructure, facilities and programs in WA.  

We recommend the Auditor General consider the following as 
part of the Safe and Sustainable Cycling for Perth audit:   

1. Whether the government’s response to the 444 reports 
made to the Blackspot App to date has been adequate  

2. Whether the government’s response to the serious 
accidents reported over the last three years by the 
Blackspot App has been adequate 

3. What the government is doing to fix the most dangerous 
blackspot areas on the bike network and whether this 
response is sufficient 

4. Why so many new infrastructure projects are not complying 
with Australian bicycle standards or basic cycle safety and 
how the government will address existing examples. 

5. Whether there is evidence of the need for safe passing 
distances in Perth and why the government refuses to 
support safe passing distance legislation  

6. Whether the government’s current Western Australian 
Bicycle Network Plan 2012-2021 is adequate for a safe and 
sustainable, world class bicycle network in Perth  

7. Whether implementation of the government’s Bicycle 
Network Plan 2012-2021 has occurred at a scale and pace 
that is adequate for our population and transport needs 

8. Whether the government’s current budget for cycling (just 
1.7%

7
 of the total transport budget) should be increased 

and/or a recurring maintenance budget be introduced 
9. Whether the government plans to solve the CBD black hole. 
10. Whether the government plans to increase cycling links 

                                                           
7
http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Hansard/hansard.nsf/0/9e9ade01acb6d699

48257e070023403c/$FILE/C39+S1+20150311+p985c-986a.pdf 
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with Public transport 
11. Whether the government plans to increase cycling 

links with major employment hubs, schools, and 
tourist destinations; and 

12. Whether the government’s education, encouragement 
and promotion programs are adequate. 

 
The Greens have been extremely concerned about the 
state of WA’s bicycle infrastructure, facilities and programs 
for some time.  
 
In 2012 the Greens developed a plan that will transform 
Perth into a city that is a truly safe and enjoyable place to 
ride a bike. The Greens' Bike Vision 2029 proposes to make 
Perth the world's best city for cyclists by 2029 and shows a 
10-step plan to get there, with a comprehensive and 
costed suite of policies and programs needed to realise it. 
(http://greenswa.net.au/bikevision.html#sthash.i6kB1Jdj.d
puf) 
 
The report found that with just 3% of the State transport 
budget, plus contributions from federal and local 
governments, we have shown that it is possible to fill the 
massive gaps in the bike network, introduce a long-
overdue maintenance budget and make our bike network 
one that really works. 
 
The Greens Bike Vision plan put forward a fully costed plan 
for programs, facilities and infrastructure including: 

 a total of 300km of Principal Shared Paths – bike 
freeways that are not shared with pedestrians 

 a total of 2000km of local bike routes – well marked, 
safe ‘bike boulevards’ on our local streets 

 a new network of 1800km of safe routes to every 
school, railway station and employment hub 

 a new network of 2000km protected Crosstown Bike 
Paths that enable cyclists to travel anywhere to 
anywhere in Perth; and 

 a new network of 120km of Greenways linking to 
urban bushland, wetlands and recreational areas 

 
Investment in cycling infrastructure doesn’t just serve 
those who cycle – it serves the whole community by 
reducing the congestion on our roads, overcrowding on 
public transport and relieving our health system by making 
us healthier. 
 
The Greens call for urgent improvements to and 
investment in   bicycle infrastructure throughout the state. 
With a considered and well-funded plan Perth could be the 
world’s best city for bikes.  

http://greenswa.net.au/bikevision.html#sthash.i6kB1Jdj.dpuf
http://greenswa.net.au/bikevision.html#sthash.i6kB1Jdj.dpuf

